History Day Research Checklist

National History Day 2017
“Taking a Stand in History”
I.  Pre-search
	Date

Due
	Date

Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Browse library collection.

	
	
	Decide on your topic.

	
	
	Read encyclopedias, including Britannica Online, and / or reference books for an overview of your topic.

	
	
	Write research questions to guide your research.


II. Plan the Search
	Date

Due
	Date Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Brainstorm possible key words to use when searching.

	
	
	List possible sources of information.


III. Search for Information – Part I – Locating Sources
	Date

Due
	Date

Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Use the card catalog to search for materials in the Middle School Library.

	
	
	Check the Nevada Public Library for materials.

	
	
	Check the Ames Public Library for materials.

	
	
	Use the AEA Online Resources web page, to check EBSCO, GALE and SIRS for materials (will also work for primary sources).

	
	
	Use the LMC History Day web page or other internet sites to locate primary source materials. (Make sure you try American Memory and National Archives.)

	
	
	Use people as a source of information through interviews, letters, email, and phone calls. Visit museums focused on your topic.

	
	
	Check Learn 360, American History in Video, AP Images and other sites for video clips and images.

	
	
	Check ISU (Parks) Library. 

	
	
	Check other sources or places applicable to your topic.  Check museum web sites for digital exhibits of artifacts.


Adapted from:  Rankin, Virginia.  The Thoughtful Researcher. Englewood, CO: Libraries  Unlimited, 1999.                                      (OVER)
IV.  Search for Information – Part II – Evaluating Sources

	Date

Due
	Date

Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Determine if sources are reliable.

	
	
	Determine if the information you found matches your research questions.


V.  Record Information

	Date

Due
	Date

Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Read, view or listen to your sources.

	
	
	Take summarized notes in your own words from your sources and connect them to your research questions.

	
	
	Write down your bibliographic information and annotation for each source you use.


VI. Evaluate the Information

	Date

Due
	Date

Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Differentiate between fact and opinion in your sources/notes.

	
	
	Compare information from different sources and identify points of agreement and disagreement.

	
	
	Review notes and decide if all your research questions are answered or if you need additional information.


VII. Communicate the Information

	Date

Due
	Date

Completed
	Research Steps

	
	
	Organize your notes.

	
	
	Write your thesis statement.

	
	
	Make an outline or use power notes to organize your information for your project.

	
	
	Sketch a design for your display, create a storyboard for your documentary, draw a flow chart for your web page, or write a rough draft of your script or historical paper.

	
	
	Create the original product.

	
	
	Edit and revise.

	Feb. 3
	
	Complete the final product and rehearse.


VIII. Evaluate the Process and Product – You will do this in your memo that you write after the local History Day Fair.

