Parenthetical Documentation

To give credibility to your History Day project, you need to use parenthetical documentation for exhibits, web sites, and papers. Parenthetical documentation means giving credit within your project to sources from which you gained information used in your project. 

Parenthetical refers to the use of parentheses around the source information; documentation is the shortened form of your source, such as the author's last name or the first few words of the title if no author is available. (Ross) 

The basic rule to follow is to use the first item in the bibliography entry of the source being cited, which could be the (author’s last name), the (title of the source), or the (group publishing the source). If the source has page numbers, you also need to include the page number being cited.

Here are some guidelines and examples to help you use parenthetical documentation in your exhibits, web sites, or papers.

Source with Author:

Nielsen, Jerri. Icebound: A Doctor’s Incredible Battle for Survival at the 


South Pole. New York: Hyperion, 2001.  Print.

Coping with the brutal weather conditions at the South Pole was the biggest challenge for the doctor (Neilson 15).
Neilson describes how he struggled to stay alive in the brutal weather conditions (15).
NOTE: 

~Note how the information in parentheses matches the first item in the bibliography entry of the source being cited. Since this source has pages, the page that was used is also included. There is no comma between the author’s name and page number.
~If the author’s name is used in the sentence, just use the page number in the parentheses. 

~Place a citation as close to the quoted or paraphrased material as possible without disrupting the sentence.

(OVER)
Source without Author:

"About NCLC." National Child Labor Committee. 15 Jan. 2012. 


<http://www.nationalchildlabor.org/history.html>. 
         
The National Child Labor Committee was founded in 1904; it has a long list of achievements throughout its history. Its main focus is the plight of working children (“About NCLC”).
“The National Child Labor Committee’s purpose, to promote the rights, well-being and dignity of children and youth as it relates to work, working and education, is as important today as it was at Carnegie Hall in April of 1904” (“About NCLC”).
Associated Press. "Security Changes Inspire Optimism at Plum Island." 

Long Island Business News. 19 Dec. 2003: 1. MasterFILE Premier. 

Web. 12 Dec. 2011. <http://web.ebscohost.com>.
Researchers, government officials, and the public are hopeful that the security changes made at Plum Island Animal Disease Center will increase the safety level at this government facility (Associated Press).

NOTE:

~Note how the information in parentheses matches the first item in the bibliography entry of the source being cited.

~Use a shortened version of the title if it is longer than three or four words; just use the first few words of the title.

~Be sure to use the same format for the citation that is in the bibliography entry, such as quotation marks or italics.
~Page numbers are not used for Internet sources since these sources usually do not have page numbers. 

~ When material from one source and the same page numbers is used throughout a paragraph, use one citation at the end of the paragraph rather than a citation at the end of each sentence.

~For direct quotes, citations usually appear after the final quotation mark and before the period.

