
Process Paper—Paragraphs Two and Three 

Sample Paragraphs 
 

Our secondary sources helped us understand the background of our topic and led 

us to more sources, including primary sources. The Internet site QC Varsity helped give 

us information on other states’ basketball programs besides Iowa. The best secondary 

source was the book The Only Dance in Iowa, a book on Iowa girls’ basketball, then and 

now. It helped with our research just as much as our primary sources by showing both 

sides of the story. 

Our secondary sources were used to give us background information and 

occasionally for specific information. We mostly used the internet for our secondary 

sources but also included some books. Some examples of our secondary sources include 

the Voyager Program’s webpage and Timothy Ferris’ “Onward Voyagers.” We also used 

our secondary sources to get most of the pictures for our exhibit.  With this secondary 

research, we learned background information about the Voyagers, which eventually led 

us to our specific topic and primary sources.  

In my research, I used several secondary sources. My most useful sources were 

two online magazine articles that included information about Bertha Holt leading the 

international adoption movement. I used other websites to gain information about the 

Holt story and about how international adoption has changed. I also found several of my 

pictures on internet sites.  

I found several secondary sources, which helped me understand Tesla’s life. I also 

learned that Tesla once worked for Edison, but quit after Edison lied about a reward. My 

most important secondary source is the “Edison vs Tesla” article, because I got to know 

some important facts of the Tesla and Edison battles. I used my secondary sources for 

information for my board. 

I used several websites and photographs I found online as secondary sources. One 

website helped me learn about the background of the transcontinental railroad, an 

important factor in promoting tourism at the canyon. I also watched several online 

documentaries from PBS, including one showing the details of the Kolb Brothers’ daily 

routine, which included photographing and developing prints of tourists. As another 

secondary resource, I emailed Richard Quartaroli, a Kolb Brothers and Grand Canyon 

expert, and Jim Quarnstrom, who has river-rafted on several rivers in Idaho.  



We found many secondary sources including websites, images, and informational 

newspaper articles. Two of the secondary websites were used in our timeline page, and 

helped us display a condensed version of the history of autism. One of the other websites 

was about autism researcher Leo Kanner, and the other was about the way the treatments 

for autism evolved and changed throughout history. We used multiple images in our 

website, most of which were secondary. The newspaper articles were both about the 

treatments for autism, and gave good examples of the way treatments evolved and 

changed throughout history. 

 

 


