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Thesis—noun--a statement put forth for consideration, especially when supported by an argument (dictionary)

Thesis statement--a one- or two-sentence statement of the main idea or purpose of a piece of writing (The Writer’s Craft)
A History Day Thesis Statement is a two- to four-sentence statement of the main idea of a History Day project. The statement should include the topic’s impact on history, change over time, and connection to the theme.
Thesis Statement = Topic + History Day Theme    You are not just introducing your topic; you are creating an argument that expresses your topic’s significance and demonstrates its connection to the theme “Breaking Barriers in History.”
The thesis statement gives focus to your research and your project. 

Your project should support, explain, discuss, and prove your thesis statement.

Note: You may need to revise your working thesis statement as you continue your research and learn more about your topic.
Sample Thesis Statements: Do’s and Don’ts

Don’t: The Minneapolis truckers’ strike took place in the 1930s. (Fact)
Do: In May 1934, the Minnesota Teamster’s went on strike to fight for the right to 

unionize. While attempting to break this labor barrier, fighting broke out among the union leaders, the governor, and the Citizen’s Alliance. When the strike officially ended, the Teamster’s had 

successfully paved the way to changes in legislation protecting worker’s rights.

(Over)
Don’t:Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring in 1962 and forever changed the environmental movement in the United States. (Too broad; need to connect to theme)
Do: Rachel Carson became a leader for the environmental movement in the early 1960s when she published her controversial book, Silent Spring, in response to the use of DDT. Carson’s 

book broke open the barrier of secrecy on the effects of pesticide use in the U.S. and culminated in the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Sentence Frames:

During ________, Your Topic_____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(What were the factors or events leading up to your topic or its background?)

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
(What barrier was broken in making a change in your topic? This is your main story.)

 As a result, impact of your topic was ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(What was the immediate and long-term impact of your topic in history?)

Using the information above, write a rough draft of your working thesis statement:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
