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Thesis—noun--a statement put forth for consideration, especially when supported by an argument (dictionary)

Thesis statement--a one- or two-sentence statement of the main idea or purpose of a piece of writing (The Writer’s Craft)
A History Day Thesis Statement is a two- to four-sentence statement of the main idea of a History Day project. The statement should include the topic’s impact on history, change over time, and connection to the theme.
Thesis Statement = Topic + History Day Theme    You are not just introducing your topic; you are creating an argument that expresses your topic’s significance and demonstrates its connection to the theme “Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, Consequences.”
The thesis statement gives focus to your research and your project. 

Your project should support, explain, discuss, and prove your thesis statement.

Note: You may need to revise your working thesis statement as you continue your research and learn more about your topic.
Sample Thesis Statements: Do’s and Don’ts

Don’t: U.S. and Soviet spacecrafts docked in the first international 
space mission in 1975.  (Fact)
Do: During tense Cold War debates over communist and capitalist systems, U.S. and Soviet spacecraft docked in the first international space mission in 1975. The Apollo-Soyuz Test Project was a major diplomatic success, leading to greater cooperation in space exploration between the two superpowers.
Don’t: The Delano Grape Strike led to union rights that forever changed the lives of workers. (Too broad; need to connect to theme)
Do: In 1965, California grape farm workers led by Filipino and Chicano labor organizations began a mass strike. By calling for a national boycott of California grapes, they brought millions of Americans to their side of the debate and forced farm owners to negotiate. The Delano Grape Strike led to union rights and increased pay for thousands of farm workers.
Sentence Frames:

During ________, Your Topic_____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(What were the factors or events leading up to your topic or its background?)

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
(What debates and/or diplomacy happened in your topic? This is your main story and its connection to the theme.)

 As a result, impact of your topic was ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(What was the immediate and long-term impact of your topic in history? How did your topic change history?)

Using the information above, write a rough draft of your working thesis statement:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
