
Tips for Developing an Effective Web Site 
 
 A web site is the most interactive of all the NHD categories. It 
requires that you actively engage your viewer in your presentation of your 
research and interpretation of your topic’s significance in history. Here are 
some tips to help you develop a quality web site for National History Day. 
 

• Remember: Your web site’s content and annotated bibliography are 
worth 80% of your overall evaluation. Good research and planning 
must come first. 

• Be sure that all aspects of your web site help tell the story of your 
topic. 

• Integrate your topic into the design of the website. Choose your color 
scheme, wallpaper, font, and layout by considering what best 
represents the ideas you are presenting. 

• Provide navigation buttons on every page to give the audience power 
to explore your web site, but make chronology and organization clear 
with appropriate subject headings and layout on each page. 

• Make all pages about the same size to give your site a consistent 
feel—somewhere between 3/4 of a page and 2 pages. 

• Choose items carefully for your web site. You should not have a lot 
of “white space,” but you don’t want your pages to look crowded. 
Clarity and organization are the most important design goals of a web 
page. 

• Include elements that actively engage the audience in learning 
about your topic. These elements do not have to be technologically 
complex, but they should let the audience explore the topic, rather 
than passively viewing information. Be creative in designing these 
elements. 

• Include both primary materials and student-composed text. 
• Use clear and concise captions and text to 
 1. Identify pictures, documents, or objects 
 2. Interpret information for the viewer. 
• Type all of the text for your web site using a basic font that is easy to 

read. DO NOT USE ALL CAPS. Use the same font throughout your 
web site. Be sure the size of the font is large enough to read easily. 

• Proofread all the writing on your web site. Have a reliable reader 
proofread, also. 

• Make sure your files are built and saved correctly so your audience 
can see the web site that you developed.  

• Test your web site on a computer that was not used to build your web 
site. You should also test it by using a different web browser. 


